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DETAILED ACTION 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form 
the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1-8 and 10-12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Remschel (US 6,141,528). 

1. [Claims 1,1 1-1 2]: Regarding Claims 1 and 11-12, Remschel discloses a teaching 
computer (i.e., control panel, personal computer) for executing at least one interactive 
learning software program and outputting graphical information to the teacher and the 
, plurality of students, the interactive learning software being able to accept a plurality of 
instructions. See Figure 1 and Col. 13: 16-21 . Remschel discloses a plurality of 
operational devices for use by the plurality students and outputting operational 
instructions to the teaching computer to use the interactive learning software program, 
wherein each operational device has a unique code (i.e., seat number). See FIG.7 and 
Col .6: 55-57. Remschel discloses a portable computer for use by the teacher (i.e., 
personal computer), the portable computer capable of executing an interactive control 
software program to output a control instruction to the teaching computer so that the 
interactive learning software selectively accepts the operating instruction from the 
operational device. See FIG.1 and Col. 8: 63-66. Examiner considers the personal 
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computer in FIG.1 to be a portable computer for use by the teacher. Remschel 
discloses a computer readable medium storing an interactive learning software program 
(i.e., learning system software), the interactive learning software program being usable 
by a plurality of students. See Col .5: 39-46. An operational instruction status list for 
recording the acceptable operational instructions sent by particular ID codes, program 
code for changing the operational instruction status list, and program code for deciding 
which operational instruction with the ID code should be executed by checking the 
operational instruction status list would be inherent features of Remschel's invention in 
light of Col. 8: 53-66. The operational status list sorting a plurality of operational 
instructions into a plurality of operational instruction groups (e.g., group 1), each 
operational instruction group comprising at least one operational , and the operational 
instruction status list records the acceptable operational instructions sent by the 

s 

acceptable ID codes for each operational instruction group would have been inherent 
features of Remschel's invention in light of Col. 8: 53-66. 

2. [Claim 2]: Regarding Claim 2, Remschel discloses wherein the teacher can use 
the interactive control software program to specify controllable operational instructions 
for each operational device so that the interactive learning software selectively accepts 
the operating instruction from the operational device. See Col. 8: 53-66. 

3. [Claim 3]: Regarding Claim 3, Remschel discloses wherein the teacher can use 
the interactive control software program to specify one operational device to process the 
interactive learning software program so that the interactive learning software is only 
used by the specified operational device. See Col.8: 63-66. 
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4. [Claim 4]: Regarding Claim 4, Remschel discloses wherein the teacher can 
randomly select at least one operational device by using the interactive control software 
program to process the interactive learning software program so that the interactive 
learning software program is only used by the selected operational device (i.e., 
assigning students randomly to a program group). See Col .9: 5-16. 

5. [Claim 5]: Regarding Claim 5, Remschel discloses wherein the teacher can 
select a "competitive option" (e.g., assign) by using the interactive control software 
program to process the interactive learning software program so that the interactive 
learning software program is only used by the first or the first few operational devices. 
See FIG. 13. See Col. 8: 63-66. 

6. [Claim 6]: Regarding Claim 6, Remschel discloses a connection device (i.e., 
communication router) so that the output operational instruction from the plurality of 
operational devices is sent to the teaching computer via the connection device. See 
FIG.1. 

7. [Claim 7]: Regarding Claim 7, Remschel discloses wherein the plurality of 
operational devices are connected to the connection device via cables (i.e., connecting 
cables), and the connection device is also connected to the teaching computer via a 
cable. See FIG.1. 

8. [Claim 8]: Regarding Claim 8, in Remschel, the control instruction output by the 
portable computer (i.e., personal computer) is capable of first being sent to the 
connection device (i.e., communication router) and then to the teaching computer (i.e., 
control panel, personal computer). See FIG.1. 
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9. [Claim 10]: Regarding Claim 10, Remschel discloses wherein the teacher can 
also use the portable computer (i.e., personal computer) to output an operational 
instruction to the teaching computer (i.e., control panel, personal computer) to use the 
interactive learning software program. See FIG.1 . 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claim 9 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Remschel 
in view of Greaves et al. (US 6,195,687). 

[Claim 9]: Regarding Claim 9, Remschel does not disclose expressly wherein the 
control instruction output by the portable computer is sent to the connection device in a 
wireless manner. However, Greaves teaches wireless communication between a 
portable computer (i.e., slave node) and a connection device (e.g., network). See Col. 3: 
4-8. Therefore, at the time of the of the invention, it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art to incorporate wireless communication between devices into the 
method and system of Remschel, in light of the teaching of Greaves, in order to enable 
some form of telecommunication. 
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Citation of Pertinent Prior Art 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

• Lee etal. (US 5,788,508) 
-teacher and student workstations 

• Abrahamson et al. (US 5,002,491) 
-central computer and student units 

• Lemelson et al. (US 5,823,788) 

-plurality of student input devices and instructor base station 

• Caldwell et al . (US 5,273,437) 
-wireless communication 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Chanda L. Harris whose telephone number is 703-308- 
8358. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 6:30am-4:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Derris Banks can be reached on 703-308-1745. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Chanda L. Harris 
Examiner 
c Art Unit 3714 

ch. 



